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first call upon Burbara, therefors, that
! ‘wan very grintly, aston.
But the wis 1n 1 ey ember-
ranwed, Tt wia hor pature to meet all
olrcumsthnees and all events frankly
and to do with consclentions faithful-
nesks, wha sho concelved to be
‘bor duty, Bo when Qullford Doncan
aulled upan her ahe promptly put away
her surprise Bnd walked into the par-

s lisgeria 17468 of srorise 1 e

- Captain Guilford Dunean,’ (. 8, A,

fokes part In the last fight, ot A J

muttox, and leaves the srmy, Ho then
dnteniines to go to Cabeo, I Alllwuil:
well sdnented and o lawyer, Captain
Dunean I without, family or money,
wid works his passsge 1o Calre,  Hore
he sayes Captain Hallam's cotton from
fire. and Captain fmy w modern
Yowptaln  of  ndustry,”  hives Captain
Dunean, pad  quickly advanees in his
employer's estimation.  He saves l'n'?-
taln Hallam's conl Meet from dostraetion
by u storm, and is made s parther by
Captaln Hallami,  The young man bo-
vomes n foree of good amaong the youn
men of Ualro, Darbara Veme, a ymmg
Iady, rins the boarding house In whie
Captaln. Danean’ takea his meals, Cap-
taln Dunemn 18 thanked by Barbara for
saving her from annoyunce by misehiovs
:un boys, Hé determines to eall upon
or,

CHAPTER XIII,
UILFORD DUNCAN carried

out his purposs, &s he

thought, with n good denl of
tct. He begatt LY calling
pot upen Darbars, but dpon three or
four other young womén-a thing be
bad never doue beford. He thought 1o
this way to make his call upon Bar
bars, when it should geme, an Incon-
splovous event. To his surprise, his
entrance thus fnto  society created
somothing of a Auiter among the wo-
men folk, especially the married wo
men who bad marrlageable daoghters
or who were matchmakingly intepestd
in other young wowen pot thelr dangh-
ters; for Guliford Duncan, the moment
he was thought of as A soclal factor
and a matrimonial possibility, was seen
to be the “best cateh™ in the little elty,
the most desirable young man In the
town. He was young and distinetly
haudsome, He was & man of sducn
tion, culture and superior lntelligence,
His manners were easy, pollshed and
very. winning, Especiaily he treated
women with a certaln chivairie defer
once (hat pleased them even more
an they knew, Captain Wil IIal
's wife, who wan the soclsl leader

of thé clty, Mald to Bith one day:

“You must be careful what you do In
the way of paying attention to young
women. A very little attention on
Four part 1§ apt to mean & great deal
to a girl-and"still more to her mam:
mi." 4

“But why showld (t?” wikéd Déncan
In unfelgned astonlshment. “Why
should ordinary soclal courteqy on my
part mean wore than the sawe. thing
means (o the chse of any other young
man g

“I dono't know that I can tell youw"
abe auswored. “At least I don't know
that I can make you understand.”

“I ninterely wish you would try, i
certaluly do not want to"— e hesl
tated aod did not complete the sen
tence,

“Ob, I know all that, I know what
you mean, because It s what I mean.
1 tell you that If you pay movre thar
Just & little and a very cesual atten-
tion to any girl, the girl and, worse.
atlll, all bor elderly female relatives
are likely to misconstrue your motlves
You are In serious dingér of breaking
pomo tender hearts and winoing for
yourself the reputation of belng that
most detestable thing-a male Airt"”

“But really, Mrs, Hallam." Interrupt-
ol the perplexed young man, “1 don't
ufiderstand., I have not called more
than twice upon any one girl, and"—
“Well, don't. That's all I've got to
".“

Duncan went away puszled. He had
Intended to be very shrewd and cir-
sumspect n this matter, He bhad in.
tended by ealliig once or twlee upon
ench of severnl young women to de-
prive the calls he Intended to make
upon. Barbara of any Jook of sigulis
ecance, and now before he had even
bogun to culflvate acquuintince with
Barbarn he found his small prepara-
tory callings the subject of curloalty
and gossip. .

He wus resolved not to be bhalked of |
his purpose, however, He saw no rea-
son to permit that, He would go that
very ovening to see Barbara, and he
would repent the visit from time to
time untll a fuller aequalntapee with
the girl ghould cure him of his faseina- |
tlon,. Acqualntance must do that, he
wns persnnded, {

Barbarn Verne wns not accustomed
to recelve viglts from young men. Bhoe |
wis nlmost toa young, for one thing, ot |
nt least Khe had beén almost too young
untll about this time. Moreover, her |

e wan unusually seclnded, She de- |

yoted a1l her tyme to her exacting Louse-
bold dutles, Except that she nttended
clinreh once each Hwnduy, she was nev- |
er seen In any public place or any- |
where els¢ otuthdde of Lok nunt's house |
or the house of Her singld friend, Mrs, |
Itlelinrds, d rotitlng matron, who nel: |
ther recelved ‘company nor went out |
anywhere. These two-—the young giel

and the middle aged matron—were |
gomewhat more than Intimate in thelr |
affection, but apurt from this one
friend Barbara visited nobody. The
young women of the town did notf
think of her, therofore, as oue of them-
selves ntall, They regarded ber rather
ag o ohild thanp as n young woman,
thotgh (f they had troubled to think
abont the matter they would have pe-
meémberod that she, wua s old as some

lish embarrassment lo ber manner,
Barbiden wis #lmply ber own sweet,
natural self, and when Duncan went
awny after bis eall the glamour of her
personality was more ‘strongly upon
than ever,

“Bhe, at least” be thought as he
wilked towatd the Jwill yot mis-
construe my call, as Mre, Hallnm sug-
gests, Hhe Is too womnnly, too sln.
,oore, (oo geoujng, for that. 1 shall
call agnin very woon, fhough, now that
I think of it, she forgot to ask we to
do #p, - Netvor mind, 1'll manufacture
sofub oxcuse—oh, by Jove, 1 have it!
The Colérle’ In to give a fancy dress
dance a week from tonlght. I'll lnvite
her to go. 1 wonder If she will ne
» 1 higpe #o, but even if who dnesn't
invitatipn will give me ample ex-
for calling. I'll do it tomorrow
u«
| "When Duncan ecalled upon Barbara
the next evening and asked her to at-
the dance under his escort her as-
t was manifest in apite of
best eufleavors to conceal It, 8he
peyer before Been invited to such

That, however, was not her
occanton for surprise, In her
#he had pevér thought of ber-
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in town, who were
to attend everything
eotertalnments, If apy
man In town had asked
partner on this occaslon
have regarded the occur-
an & surprising one, To be ask-
Guilford Duncan was more as.
ing than all, She knew the high
lace he had won for himself in Calro.
She knew that he wes everywhere re-
garded an altogether the superior of
all the other young men Intellectually,
morally, socially and in all other ways,
Bbe, rogarded him as an arlstocrat
Among men, s man who bad alwaya beld
from the soclety around him, as
it were quite unworthy of his atten
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_how greatly honored any
[n the clty would feel If
WM to any fonctlon. The
tact that be had asked her instead of
other puxzied her nlmost to be-

|

At first she gave him no answer, Bbe
was obvioualy thinking, and Duncin
lot her think on. He thought shelook-
od exceedingly pretty while thinking.
Ho observed a alight puckering of ber
forchead at the time, which seemed to
him to add Interest to her face. After
& littlo she sald;

“Thaok you, Mr. Duncan, for your
lovitation. | am more ploased with it
than I ean say. But | think I must ask
you to excuse mé. I think 1 ean't pos-
sibly go to the dance.”

“May I nsk why oot?! De you not
care for dancing and sqgolety ¥

“Oh, I care very much, or, rather.”
she added with scrupulous fidelity to
truth, “I should eare very much to at-
tend this party. 1 should enjoy It more
than anything, bot''—

“Will you thiuk me Impertinent.”
Duncan asked when she thus stopped
In the middle of her sentence—"will
you think me Impertinent If 1 ask you
what comes after that word ‘but? "

“Ob, I think you mustn't ask me
that. At least 1 think I mustn't an-
gwer you."

“Veory well" replied the young man,
plensed with the girl's manner in spite
of bis disappolntment over her hesita-
tion. “May | make & suggestion? If
you had stmply sald ‘ne’ to my Invita-
tion, of course [ should net think of
urging It upon you. But what you
bave sald shows me that yoo would
welcome It If there were not some-
thing In the way, Perbaps you ean
overcome the difficulty. Will you not
try? Wil you not take a little time to
think and perhaps to consult with your
friends 1"

“1 should like to, bt that would be
nnfalr to you: It might deprive you of
an opportunity to ask some one else.”

“1 shall ask no one else. 1 ghall not
attend the afalr at.all unless 1 am
privileged to escort you, If I may I
will.eall tomorrow evenlng and every
evening until you can give me your de-
elslon.” a

There was a certala masterfulness
in his Mmanper aod utterance which
seemed to leave no cliance for further
discussion, So Barbara shuply sald:

“Yery well, T'll be ready to answer
You tomorrow evening, I suppose I
am ready vow, but you wish me to
walt, and It ghall be 8o,

Dunean hureledly took hig leave. Per-
haps he fenved that If he stayed longer
the girl might muke her “no" a final
one. Otherwise be hoped for a better
onteome, 3

When he had fone poor little Bab sat
for a time In bewllderiment, Ehe still
could not understund why such-a man
as Guilford Duncan, whom everybody
regarded ad the “coming man' In Cal-
ro, should have chosen her Instead of
gsome other as the recipiept of his invi-
tation, She could not atll a certaln
fluttering nbout her heatt. She was
Jfull of joy, and yet she was sovely
grieved that she must put aside what
seemed to ber n supréme oppoftunity
to be happy fora time, -

It was always her way when any
emotion pleased or troubled her to go

|to her friond. Mgs. Ricliaids, - for

ay the fellow or equal ||

woman's lustinet enough, J
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with a ‘shrewd woman's wit
wedd (hat Barbura's disturbauce
mind wes In kome way connected
Ahat event. & |

happened, and 1 want to tell you aboot
" . i v
“Nary well, dedr. Go on)" :

“OH, it's nothing very [mportant,
Ounly thyt  Mr; Gyllford Duncan has
anked me Lo go him to the party
uext weak" © |

“Well, go on. 1 soe nothing strange
in that" i ! ‘

“Why, ‘dou’t you understand? It Is,

Mr, Dunéas, #nd ba'bids asked me.”

“1 woo, tolhlog to wonder at"
ealmly her “Indeed, 1t
seems qulite . I have un-
ders Juoesl fo bo o gentle-
man of monly tuste. If he
has made tp Ws mipd fo attend the
dance, . shonlda't’ for his

(he the mowt
g In the 1 Ot course

you ure L
Wby, 86.| Of course T ean't. I told
him so, by L urged me to postpone &

“Well, go on. I see nothing strange in
that.”

final decislon till tomorrow evening. I
thought that would be useless‘and that
the delay might make him miss a
chance to ehguge some other girl, but
B insisted that he wasn't going at all
unless | would go with him; so just
because he seemed to wish It 1 prom-
ised to wait till tomerrow evenlng be-
fore saying & fnal ‘ne.’ Somehow you
slmply bave to do what Mr. Duncan
wants you to do, you know."

“Mr. Guilford Duncan Is risiog rap-
idly In my estimation,”" answered Bar-
bara's friend. 1 have understood that
be 1a & man of good sense and good
taste. Ohvioualy he desorves that high
repute. Your ‘no’ must be ‘yes,’ Bab."

“Oh, but that's Impossible!”

“T don't see 1L

“Why, you know [ can't afford a
gown."

“I stil) don't seo It. It's to be a fan-
ey dress affair, T belleve?”

-Y“' or mmu

“Then you can g0 ln any cbaracter
you llke. You've your drab gray dress,
and (t's as fresh as new. I'll go over
to yout house and alter It for you.
Then, with a white cape of bishop's
jJawn and a white cap and apron, we'll
make you Into the most charming little
Quaker malden imaginable. The char
acter will jost sult you because you
gult it That matter ls settled. Go
bome now and go to bed, and you
mustn't dream of anything but ‘yes.'"

8o the. good woman fended off
thanks and sent the happy girl home
with an enbanced sense of the value of
friendship.

OHAPTER XIV.
l'r was about this time that Gull-

ford Duncan managed to make &

new enemy and one more power

ful to werk him harm upon occe-
slon than all the reat whom he had of-
fended.

Napoleon Tandy, president of the X
National bank, whose name had been

first popularly dhortened to “Nap” Tan-
dy and afterward extended again Into
“Napper” Tandy, was the only map
in Cairo who had enough of fluancial
strength or of creative business capac-
ity to be réckoned a rival of Capfain
Wil Hallam or his competitor {n com-
mercinl enterprises,

He had severa) times tried eonclu,
alons with Hallam i such affalrs, bt
always with.results distinctly upsatis-
factory to himself, or, as Hallam. one
day explained to Duncan, “He has got
a good deal of ¢duention at-my hands,
and he hag pild his tultion fees!,

Tandy was not yet past middle age,
but” he wis always called "Old Nap-
per Tandy,” chiefly Uécanse of cortaln
objectionable tralts of characted that
he possessed,

He was certainly the bardest o delv-
Ing o bargaln, the most merviléss n
ita enforcement,  He was donllally
hated and very greatly feaved, Cold,sell
pomsessed, shrewd aud Ttierly sblish,
bls attitude towserd. his fellow men
and toward himself wis altogsther qif-
ferent from that of lls greater compet-
ftor, Hallam, He (8l done of Irad
lag's "sporting Interest” us Dumcan
called it, in playing the gong df coip-
meérce and Auanee, - He was qulek to
see opportunities and spmeywlat hald
in ‘selzing upon. thein, but ig.though
of popular or public benefit 10 ucerne
from his eoterpriges, evar found lode-

He was reputed  to be §
the “meanest man’ in sonthern [hols.” §

more competen
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perior lu the condtict of affairs and be-
eause Hallam had so badly beaten him
in dvery case of competitive effort and:
perhiaps because of some other things,
On his part Wil Hallam, without
hating, cordially detested the man

| whom he had thus beaten aud made

:

Nevertheless thess Lwo pever quar-
reled. Kach of them was too worldly
wise fo make an open breach with one
whose co-operation in great affalrs be
might nt uny time peed.

On the night of the ball Hallam took
Duncan aside and sald to him:

“I, wish you'd take the 7 o'clock
train in the morning and go up to the
mines for a few days, Everything
there seows to be at sixes and pevens,
I ean’t make bead or tall out of it all
All T kpow |s that the confounded
mine Is losing a good many thousadas
of my dollars every month. I want
you te go up and make a thorough In-
vestigation. If you can’t find a way
out I'll shut up the bole in the ground
and quit,” : _

Captaln  Hallam knew, of course,
that Duncan could net get much sleep
that night, but be had long ago learned
that Gullford Dunesn utterly disre-
garded personal comfort whenever
duty called, and so be bad no hesita-
tion In thus ordering bis young lleoten-
ant to take an early mornlog train on
the heels of a night of dancing.

“Perhaps you'd befter go up there
with me,” suggested Duncan.

+ “No. That would embarrass mat-

want you to bring a fresh mind to
bear upon the trouble. I'll telegraph
the people there to put everything at
your command, ] want you tv study
the sitoation and make up your mind,
Just as If the whole thing belonged to
you. Part of It does, you know, and
more of it sball If you find & way out.
If the thing can be made to go I'll
give you ten more of the hundred
shares In addition to the five you al-
ready own. Good night and goodby
till you're ready to report.”

Captaln Wil Hallam bhad recently
bought this cou) nilue on a lttle branch
rallroad In the loterior of lllinols, He
bad pot wanted to buy It, but had done
80 by way of saving & debt, The mine
had béen badly constructed at the be-
gluning, and latterly It had been & good
ded] neglected. There were other dim.
culttes, as Duncan soon discoversd,
and the coal resources of the property
bad pever beenn half developed. In
recognition of his services In examin-
Ing titlea and other matters connected
with the purchase Hallam had given
the young man 5 per cent of the
pany's stock. He was thus for
first time working In part for himself
when he was sent to study the situa-
tion,

Quletly, but Insistently, in face of the
surly opposition of the superintendent,
who was also styled chlef engineer,
Duncan looked Into things, It was
true, as the superintendent sullenly
stid, that this young man knew poth-
ing of coal mining. But it was also
frue, as Duncan answered, that he
knew how to learn.

And he did learn. He learned so
much that after three or four days he
sent o telegram to Captaln Will Hal
lam, saying:

Give me a perfectly free hand hare or
call me home. T must have all the au-
thorlty you possess or I can bé of no use
wnawer by telegraph.

For response Hallam telegraphed:

Conslder yourself the whole thing. I
give you completa and absolute authority.
Hire or discharge men at will. Order all
Improvements you think best. Draw on
the bank here for any sum Yyou nesd,
Only make tha thing go If youcan.

Thus armed Duncan set to work In
earnest.

“Why isn't your output of coal larger
than It s hé asked of Davidson, the
superintendent. J

“1 can't'make it larger under the clr
cumstances."”

*“What are the clreumstances? What
diluvuivies oy tuere 1o the way! XYoun
have miners enough surely.”

“Well, for one thing the mine Is bad-
I veotilnted, Muany of the best gal-
fories are filled with choke damp dnd
wust be kept closed.”

“Why don't you Improve the ventlla-
tion? As an engineer yon ought to
know how to do that much.”

“It lsn't fedsible, as you wounld
know, Mr. Dunean, if yon knew any-
thing about mining."

“Oh, never mind' my Ignorance! It
s your kuowledge that I'm concerned
about just now, Do I understand you

.to say that a mine lying only seventy-

five feet or so below the surface can-
net be ventilated "

“1 suppose It might be If the busi
ness could afford the expense.'

“The business can and will afford

‘any expénse that may Dbe hecessary

to make It pay. If you know énough
of engineering fo devise a practicable
‘plan for ventllating the mine I'll for

‘glsh you all the money you need to

sarry It out.”
He had It in mind to add, “If you
don't know ﬂﬂ'illsl! for that I'll find &
engineer,” but he kept
his temper and refralned.
“"T'wonldn't be of apy use,” answer
ed Davidson afteg a mpment. “"We'te

(Continued on page T)

ters. I've been up several times, and 1

Some of the Excellent Points of
* I¥'s Construction,

R. E. ELVERS THE NEW LESSEE

Memro, Fisher Brothefs Will Improve
Largely on the Old Opera House—
More Seating Capacity—Big-
ger Stage—Safety Devices.

Tomorrow Contractor C. (). Palmberg
will commenee the dismantling of the

{8ire-wreck of Fishers’ opera hoyse. prep:

aratory to the building of the new house
of entertuinment upon the same wite,
This marks an fmportant era in Astorin’s
development; as the new house will cost,
when completed and equipped “in the
neighborhood of #14000. R. E. Elvers
of Salt Lake City, will be superintendent
of eonstruction and is sn experienced
man in affairs theatrieal ¢

Mr, FElvers yesterday, as a primal
move, consulied with Fire Chief Foster,

The. holse is 1o he equipped
handsomely,  reception
for ladies. and o competeat woman will

| be pluced in charge of it to assist patrons

and lopk after their wraps, ete; and
hesides this, there will be & smoking
room for gentlemen.

There will be two separafe. distinet

| box-offices, for the sale of gallery ticketa
and for

the necommodation of the
ground-floor patrons, thus svoiding all
confimion and obviating much delny in
despatohing big crowds,

' The ptage opening will be 30 feet wide

by 26 foet in height, the stage being

30 feet in depth. These dimensions will
permit the setting of drop-scenes 24 by
42 feet in shze and nid matariully in the
presentation of the finest plays requir-
ing the use of extensive scenery. The
orchestrn pit will be large enough to
comfortably seat sn orehestra of seven
people nod all instrumants,

The electrical serviee is o be wvery
eomplete, and Involves a tome-sst of
Hights of red and blue and white, to lend
efficncy 1o certain scenies on the stage;
the whole system comprehending nearly
900 lights throughout.

The house will contain exactly 048
seats. and each weat is to be 20 inches
wide, which ensures plenty of comfort
for each individual patron. When the
seatd are closed there will be 30 inches
of row-space. or passage way. in front
of each seat.

Every modern appliance will be em-
ployed for the prevention of fire, stand-
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Dingram showing seating arrangement of lower floor of the new opera house.

the same as being within the munciipal
requirements; but he could mot reach
all members of the city commitiee on
fire and waten, and this phase of the
situation will be attended to at the
next session of the common council

The plans and specifications recently
adopted by the Messrs. Fisher, show
the following conditions' in and about
the new structure:

There will be six exits from the gal-
lery floor of the house, embracing 10
feet of open stairway., The ground floor
exits will cover 24§ feet of width-
space; the main doorwny being 10 feet
on the plans and specifications of the
new building and that officer approved

pipes, hose-reels, electric slarms of the
latest and best patterns; and the venti-
lation of the building will be adapted to
the control and absorption of fire along
the stage, so as to keep the auditorium
free from smoke and flames. Nothing
will be left nndone to make it one of the
pretticst, safest and most comfortable
houses of the kind on the eocast; and
when it is thrown opem to the Astoris
public on or about the first of October
next, it will be & monument to the gen-
erous enterprise of its ownmers and pro-
jectors, Messrs. A C. and F. A. Fisher
of this eity. ' _ .
The initial performance at the new

opera house will \in all likelihood, be
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the ground-plan, they will be, pryoti-

wide, and one of four feet, pix inches
All aisle spaces will be three feet in

width, In the gallery thers will be four

aisles olear ‘acrd%s the house; and on

one of the popular conzie operas that are
50 well nppreciated on the coast cirenit,
the uorthwestera cirenlt managers hay-
ing promised o bill one hers at that
time if it shall be available.

with &
room




